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Danger, you are entering the garbage vortex!

Salvaging the history of women’s participation in European literary culture

Salvage. 14th International Triennial Conference of the British Comparative Literature Association

University of Wolverhampton, 12-15 July 2016
‘Salvage’ evokes complex dynamics of loss, recovery and value, in such contexts as waste management or shipwreck and maritime law.  Similar dynamics, often triggered by a collective or individual experience of a void or an absence, motivate and inform much research into women’s history. This is certainly the case in the collaborative research project Travelling Texts, 1790-1914: The Transnational Reception of Women’s Writing at the Fringes of Europe (Finland, the Netherlands, Norway, Slovenia, Spain) (http://travellingtexts.huygens.knaw.nl/), which studies women’s participation in the transnational field of European nineteenth-century literary culture. Through the defamiliarising lens of the notion of salvage, this paper will use the example of Travelling Texts to analyse two basic but connected challenges that arguably any historian of European literature has to confront (although these challenges will be more visible for historians interested in literary agency exercised by people outside the mainstream). I will first examine the precarious state of the all-important source material as a problem of waste management before exploring how far the metaphor of salvage can take us in a quest for approaches to the history of literary culture that does not get entangled in discussions about (different types of) the canon but takes a serious look at the flotsam and jetsam that tend to disappear in the garbage vortex. 

Keywords: Literary history, Women’s writing, Recycling/upcycling, Flotsam and jetsam, Waste and detritus, References to ecocriticism, transnational connections

Un trabajo de detective: de la circulación de textos escritos por mujeres a las huellas de las relaciones intersubjetivas en torno a la revista La Violeta (1862-1866)
V Seminario Internacional Por ser mujer y autora… Redes culturales de escritoras españolas y latinoamericanas (1824-1936)

Instituto Internacional, Madrid / CSIC, 23-25 November 2015

Hace tiempo que las relaciones intersubjetivas entre las mujeres de letras que intentaron abrirse camino en el mundo decimonónico occidental llaman la atención a las historiadoras de la cultura literaria, muchas veces desde un marcado interés por muestras de solidaridad femenina relacionado con el objetivo de construir genealogías de la literatura o de los movimientos de mujeres (por ejemplo Fitzpatrick, Mayoral, McFadden, van Dijk, etc.). La digitalización de muchas fuentes primarias relevantes y el vertiginoso desarrollo de las Humanidades Digitales dan nuevos impulsos a esta área de investigación, ya que facilitan la tarea de trazar, de manera sistemática, mapas de la circulación de textos y nombres de escritoras, así como comentarios sobre ellas. El proyecto de investigación Travelling Texts, 1790-1914: The Transnational Reception of Women´s Writing at the Fringes of Europe (Finland, the Netherlands, Norway, Slovenia, Spain) (2013-2016), financiado por HERA, se basa precisamente en este enfoque. No obstante, poner a las escritoras en el mapa solo es un primer paso. En un futuro próximo este tipo de trabajo podrá indicar cuáles (y cuántas) son las escritoras y cuáles (y cuántos) son los textos que ocuparon nudos estratégicos en las redes culturales, pero no nos puede dar las razones de tal distribución: para realmente ubicar a las escritoras en el poli-sistema literario es imprescindible enlazar este primer acercamiento con todos los factores que interactúan en la cultura literaria. El reto de (re)construir las relaciones intersubjetivas que permearon y moldearon las redes culturales quizás sea el más grande en este contexto, ya que la mayoría de las veces nos quedan solo sus manifestaciones públicas y publicadas. La presente contribución se centrará en la revista de modas y literatura La Violeta (1862-1866), dirigida por Faustina Sáez de Melgar, para explorar las pautas de una re-evaluación matizada de las relaciones literarias e intersubjetivas en el ámbito de la prensa. Estudiará las conexiones transatlánticas con referencia al perfil general de la revista y sus estrategias de edición y venta, ya que La Violeta presenta un eslabón importante en la carrera de Sáez de Melgar en cuanto al desarrollo de su red de relaciones se refiere.  
The complex routes of travelling texts: Working on the reception of women's writing during the long nineteenth century from a transnational perspective
Research Seminar, School of Modern Languages and Cultures, University of Glasgow

25 March 2015

This talk will briefly present the HERA-funded research project Travelling Texts, 1790-1914: The Transnational Reception of Women's Writings at the Fringes of Europe (Sept 2013-Aug 2016), which sets out to compare cultural encounters through reading and writing that contributed to shaping modern cultural imaginaries in Europe. The systematic scrutiny of reception data from large-scale sources (library and booksellers’ catalogues, the periodical press) forms the basis for the study of women's participation in this process. By tracing and comparing the networks created through women's writing from the perspective of five countries (Norway, Finland, Slovenia, Spain, the Netherlands) located at the fringes of 19th-century Europe we will question the relations between centre and periphery from a gendered point of view. Our ultimate aim is to contribute to new, transnational models of writing the history of European literary culture in the nineteenth century.  After tracing our general framework I will proceed to discuss one concrete example in order to illustrate some possibilities of our research: the selection of serialised novels in Spanish newspapers during the crucial years of 1850-1870.
Travelling Texts, 1790-1914: A Transnational Approach to Nineteenth-Century Literary Culture in Spain 

IV Simposio de la Red de Hispanistas Decimonónicos

York University, Toronto, April 2014

In this talk I want to briefly present the research project Travelling Texts, 1790-1914: The Transnational Reception of Women's Writings at the Fringes of Europe (Sept 2013-Aug 2016), which sets out to compare cultural encounters through reading and writing that contributed to shaping modern cultural imaginaries in Europe. The systematic scrutiny of reception data from large-scale sources (library and booksellers’ catalogues, the periodical press) forms the basis for the study of women's participation in this process. By tracing and comparing the networks created through women's writing from the perspective of five countries (Norway, Finland, Slovenia, Spain, the Netherlands) located at the fringes of 19th-century Europe we will question the relations between centre and periphery from a gendered point of view. Our ultimate aim is to contribute to new, transnational models of writing the history of European literary culture in the nineteenth century.  After tracing our general framework I will proceed to discuss one concrete example in order to illustrate some possibilities of our research: the selection of serialised novels in spanish newspapers during the crucial years of 1850-1870, with special attention to the ultra-conservative, neo-catholic paper La Esperanza.

